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Coca-Cola: The True History of the Modern Day Santa Claus 

The Santa Claus we all know and love — that big, jolly man in the red suit with a 

white beard — didn’t always look that way. In fact, many people are surprised 

to learn that prior to 1931, Santa was depicted as everything from a tall gaunt 

man to a spooky-looking elf. He has donned a bishop's robe and a Norse hunts-

man's animal skin. In fact, when Civil War cartoonist Thomas Nast drew Santa 

Claus for Harper's Weekly in 1862, Santa was a small elflike figure who support-

ed the Union. Nast continued to draw Santa for 30 years, changing the color of 

his coat from tan to the red he’s known for today. 

Here are 5 things you probably did not know about Santa Claus: 

1. Santa Has Been Featured in Coke Ads Since the 1920s 

The Coca-Cola Company began its Christmas advertising in the 1920s with shop-

ping-related ads in magazines like The Saturday Evening Post. The first Santa 

ads used a strict-looking Claus, in the vein of Thomas Nast. 

In 1930, artist Fred Mizen painted a department-store Santa in a crowd drinking 

a bottle of Coke. The ad featured the world's largest soda fountain, which was 

located in the department store Famous Barr Co. in St. Louis, Mo. Mizen's 

painting was used in print ads that Christmas season, appearing in The Saturday 

Evening Post in December 1930. 

2. Coca-Cola Helped Shape the Image of Santa 

In 1931 the company began placing Coca-Cola ads in popular magazines. Archie 

Lee, the D'Arcy Advertising Agency executive working with The Coca-Cola Com-

pany, wanted the campaign to show a wholesome Santa who was both realistic 

and symbolic. So Coca-Cola commissioned Michigan-born illustrator Haddon 

Sundblom to develop advertising images using Santa Claus — showing Santa 

himself, not a man dressed as Santa. Read the entire story at: Coca-Cola.com 

TOP VIDEO OF THE WEEK: Everything Counts (DMK) 

Titera’s Titbit: NeXT Computer, Inc. 

NeXT was founded in 1985 by Apple Computer co-

founder Steve Jobs, after being forced out of Apple. 

NeXT introduced the first NeXT Computer in 1988. 

Sales of the NeXT computers were relatively limited, 

with estimates of about 50,000 units shipped in total.  

Apple purchased NeXT on December 20, 1996, for $429 

million and 1.5 million shares of Apple stock. [More] 
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