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CONSUMER REPORTS: Great, Cheap HD Camcorders 

Many people shoot video on their smart phones and even on tables. But those 
devices can’t compete with a regular camcorder’s quality and features, includ-
ing much better zoom and jitter-free movies. 

Consumer Reports combed its Ratings to find easy-to-carry models that offer 
those advantages at a modest price. They came up with three CR Best Buys that 
cost $230 to $400. The two Sony models and the Panasonic all capture very 
good high-definition video in regular and low light. They’re compact and light-
weight—about a half-pound—and offer decent batter life. You won’t get premi-
um features such as an electronic viewfinder, but their LCD displays work well. 

One model that fell just short of being recommended is worth considering as an 
alternate to an action cam. The rugged, waterproof JVC has better video quality 
than most action cams plus a few features you won’t get on those models. 

Sony HDR-CX240: $230 

One of the lowest-priced models in CR Ratings, it has a 
27x optical zoom and a very good-quality 2.7-inch LCD 
monitor. Battery life is 130 minutes. 

Sony HDR-CX330: $330 

This model offers 30x optical zoom (the 60x refers to 
digital zoom) and 180 minutes of battery life. It uses Wi-
Fi to transfer video and photos, unusual at this price. It 
has a very good 2.7-inch LCD. 

Panasonic HC-V550: $400 

With a high-quality 50x optical zoom, this model is great 
for shooting action from far away. You can compose 
your footage on its excellent-quality 3-inch touch-screen 
LCD. It also has built-in Wi-Fi for easy sharing. Plus it has 
some unique features, such as an advanced level shot 
function (which automatically corrects for a tilting hori-
zon line) and a five-axis image-stabilization system. 

JVC GZ-R70B: $500 

This waterproof model is 
great for shooting underwater 
or for use on rugged, wet ter-
rain. In CR tests, it remained 
waterproof to a depth of 16 
feet. It has a very good image 
stabilizer for less-jittery video 
(important if you are moving 
fast) and a 40x optical zoom 

lens, so you can keep your distance from scary critters or capture distant mar-
vels. It offers a generous 180 minutes of battery life and a very good 3-inch 
touch-screen LCD. At more than a half-pound, it’s heavier than most action 
cams but takes better video than many of those models. 

VIDEO OF THE WEEK: Amazing Gorilla Encounter 

Titera’s Titbit: Lights Go On at Wrigley 

Wrigley Field, which by 1988 was the second oldest 

ballpark in use after Boston’s Fenway Park. For 74 sea-

sons, the Cubs played only day games at home. Finally, 

on August 8, 1988, the Cubs played the Philadelphia 

Phillies in the park’s first night game. Ninety-one-year-

old Cubs fan Harry Grossman was chosen to turn on the 

lights. After counting to three, he flipped the [More] 
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