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LYTRO: Take a Photo, Focus Later 

Lytro is one of the most exciting things 
to happen to cameras since Maria Shar-
apova shot her first Canon commercial. 
Instead of forcing you to pick an aper-
ture (the setting that determines how 
much light reaches the camera sensor, 
and therefore how many levels of an 
image can be in focus), Lytro cameras 
capture light from all angles. This 
means you can focus a picture after you take it. And then you can focus it again 
somewhere else, as many times as you want, on any point that you please.  

The first iteration, which came out in early 2012, looked and functioned like a 
kid's toy—a tube with a grainy, 1.5-inch display and finicky digital zoom. But 
this summer, Lytro introduced the Illum ($1,499), a camera you wouldn't be 
embarrassed to be seen with on vacation, with a 4-inch LCD screen, 8x optical 
zoom, and something Lytro calls a 40-megaray sensor.  

If you're wondering what a megaray is, you're in good company: The rest of us 
don't know, either. Honestly, neither does Lytro. Not that it needs to, since 
when you define the terms, you define the scale. What should matter to you is 
what the Illum can do—and what it means for cameras in the future. This is a 
camera that doesn't need lenses. It doesn't need you to think. It takes care of 
the thinking for you.  

Yes, the Illum is expensive. Yes, if you zoom out, you lose a lot of the forced 
perspective, and thus the benefits of the technology. And yes, the files are so 
big (50 megabytes each) that photos take 3 to 6 seconds just to pull up on the 
viewfinder. But the Illum is an important second step, both for Lytro and for the 
rest of us. It takes out the guesswork. If you capture every angle, you capture 
the right angle. No fiddling with settings, no tweaking the focus until you have 
just the right shot. It makes us pay more attention to the image than the tech-
nique. And it makes us photographers. Even if we don't know what we're doing.  

 

 

VIDEO OF THE WEEK: Leprechaun Sighting 

Titera’s Titbit: Czechs Protest Against Soviet Invasion  

In the streets of Prague and in the United Nations 

headquarters in New York City, Czechs protest against 

the Soviet invasion of their nation. The protests served 

to highlight the brutality of the Soviet action and to 

rally worldwide condemnation of the Soviet Union. On 

August 22, 1968, thousands of Czechs gathered in cen-

tral Prague to protest the Soviet action and [More] 
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