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ULTRA HD: Best Picture Yet (Part 2 of 2) 

4. What is there to watch on a UHD set? There’s a limited amount of 4K con-
tent available now. Netflix is streaming a few programs such as “House of 
Cards” in 4K, and Amazon and M-Go should have offerings later this year. The 
Sony FMP-X1 4K Ultra HD media player, $500, comes with 50 free titles and pay
-per-view downloads. DirecTV plans to offer 4K programming within the next 
year, and Comcast has announced plans to stream 4K video on demand. You 
can also play your own high-resolution digital photos and home videos from a 
4K camcorder. But it will take a while until we have Blu-ray discs, and even 
longer for 4K broadcasts.  

5. Hmm. How is that going to look? You might be pleasantly surprised. Con-
sumer Reports found that Blu-ray movies actually looked a bit better on a UHD 
TV than on an HD set. That’s because 1080p content is upconverted to the ultra 
HD TV’s higher resolution, and the greater pixel density of the 4K screen en-
hances the detail. (Note that the quality of upconverted HD will vary depending 
on how well a particular model handles the video processing.) 

6. Do you need special cables so that everything works properly? No. Current 
high-speed HDMI cables will work fine with an ultra HD TV, despite what you 
might be told in a store. CR has been testing UHD TVs in labs using the same 
high-speed HDMI cables used to test 1080p TVs, and they’re absolutely fine. So 
don’t let someone tell you that you need a new, more expensive “Ultra HD” 
HDMI cable. They’re just looking to sell you a high-margin accessory. 

7. OK, so how much will one of these TVs set me back? They’re not cheap. 
Generally speaking, the latest UHD sets cost $2,000 and up—way up—
depending on screen size. Expect to pay anywhere from $2,000 to $4,000 for a 
55-inch set from a major brand, and in the neighborhood of $3,500 to $6,000 or 
so for a 65-inch set. Prices range from $6,000 to $10,000 once you get into the 
70- to 85-inch range (and bigger sets are coming). That’s a lot more than you’d 
pay for a first-class HD set. For example, several highly rated 55-inch 1080p sets 
in CR Ratings sell for less than $1,500. But expect UHD prices to come down big-
time later this year. A few words of caution for bargain--hunters: You might be 
tempted to buy a leftover 2013 UHD set at a discount. CR advises against that. 
Those sets lack the latest features. 

8. Even bigger sets are coming? How big, and why? Hold on to your recliner. 
CR has seen prototypes of TVs with 105-inch and 120-inch screens from compa-
nies such as LG, Samsung, and Vizio. The companies didn’t say exactly when the 
jumbo sets would arrive or how much they would cost, but CR imagines they 
will be budget busters. There’s a reason to go big with UHD. The larger the 
screen, the better you can see and appreciate the detail. In fact, you might not 
notice it much on a screen smaller than 70 inches or so if you sit about 8 feet 
from it, a typical distance in many homes. 

9. Should I buy now or wait? CR advises most consumers to wait. (Even our TV 
experts are holding off!) Prices will come down, and there will be more 4K con-
tent to watch—possibly even 4K Blu-ray movies—in a year or two. Also, new 
features, such as high dynamic range for improved contrast and an expanded 
range of colors, could be incorporated into ultra HD TVs during that time. 

VIDEO OF THE WEEK: Cutest Dog Ever—Cutie Pie! 

Titera’s Titbit: Pre-Historic Lascaux Cave Paintings 

On September 12, 1940, near Montignac, France, a 
collection of prehistoric cave paintings are discovered 
by four teenagers who stumbled upon the ancient art-
work after following their dog down a narrow entrance 
into a cavern. The 15,000- to 17,000-year-old paintings, 
consisting mostly of animal representations, are among 
the finest examples of art from the Upper Paleolithic 
period. The Lascaux grotto consists of a main [More]  
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