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POWER SOURCE: Stay Plugged in When the Power Goes Out 

If you lose power because of a storm or blackout, or even if you’re on the road 

and far away from electrical outlets, you can still charge your cell phone or tab-

let. The following small power sources can be used to charge any USB-

compatible device so that you can make calls, take pictures, or even play games 

to pass the time. Consumer Reports tested four emergency chargers with an 

iPhone 5s using the internal batteries and the charger’s power-generation capa-

bilities. They found that each tested device works, providing additional power 

for the phone. And each has pros and cons, compared with other models. 

1. Goal Zero Lighthouse 250 Lantern, $80 — The lantern was the most versatile 

device CR tested. It uses a hand-cranked generator that can work under any 

conditions—as long as your cranking arm holds out! Its internal battery is the 

largest of the tested devices, and it includes a built-in USB charging cord. And 

unique among these four devices, the it also provides light: a dimmable white 

LED light and a flashing red light that could be useful for emergency signaling on 

the road. An Apple iPhone 5s has a battery capacity of 1440 mAh, so the Light-

house 250’s fully charge 4400-mAh batter should be able to charge the 5s 

about three times. When the charger’s battery is depleted, an iPhone 5s’ 

battery-life indicator will increase about 1 percent for every 5 minutes of hand-

cranking you the you do. It’s not the most portable of charges, though; it cer-

tainly won’t slip easily into a back pocket or computer case. But if you’re travel-

ing by car or hiking, it provides a lot of value. 

2. Eton BoostTurbine 4000, $80 — This turbine has a large internal battery 

(4000 mAh) and works with a hand crank, so it can be used to generate power 

under any condition. It also offers a battery-level indicator. But it’s not as versa-

tile as the Lighthouse 250 because it lacks LED lights. Also, its charging cable 

isn’t integrated and could be misplaced. And CR found it harder to crank than 

the Lighthouse 250. On the plus side, it can fold into a small-sized rectangle, so 

it would be easier to carry than the Lighthouse 250. 

3. Goal Zero Nomad 7 Solar Panel, $80 — This foldable solar panel has no inter-

nal battery, so you can’t charge it before you use it. But you can string several 

panels together for more power. It is handy when the sun is shinning, but it 

becomes less useful at night or on cloudy days. So its efficacy is limited in emer-

gency situations. 

4. myFC PowerTrekk, $100 — About the same size as the Eton BoostTurbine 

4000, it has an internal 1100-mAh battery. It works well but requires expenda-

ble fuel packs, so its not as endlessly useful as the other devices tested. Each 

fuel cell costs around $4 and is claimed to provide 5-plus watt-hours of power, 

enough to fully charge a standard smart phone, according to myFC. But you 

need to carry the fuel cells with you on trips—and they aren’t cheap. 

VIDEO OF THE WEEK: OneRepublic—I Lived! 

Titera’s Titbit: The Brady Bunch 

On September 26, 1969, American television audiences 
hear the soon-to-be-famous opening lyrics “Here’s the 
story of a lovely lady who was living with three very 
lovely girls…” as The Brady Bunch, a sitcom that will 
become an icon of American pop culture, airs for the 
first time. During its entire network run, the series nev-
er reached the top ten ranks of the Nielsen ratings. Yet, 
the series stands as one of the most important [More] 
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