
 Best Podcast: This Week 

in Tech is the #1 Podcast 

on the Internet. Watch it 

Weekly at TWiT.tv! 

 Best Lifehacks: This Is the 

Best of Lifehacker 2014. 

Everything from How-To’s 

to Most Popular’s! 

 Best Camera: The Sony 

Alpha 7 Mark 2 is the most 

advanced mirrorless still/

video camera ever! 

 Best Software: The Adobe 

Creative Cloud offers the 

best suite of software you 

will ever experience! 

 Best Photos: Your Mo-

ments of Coca~Cola Hap-

piness. Happy Sip Happi-

ness in 2015! 

Video of the Week: YouTube Rewind 2014 

Titera’s Titbit: The First New Year’s Day 

On January 1, 45 B.C., New Year's Day is celebrated on 
January 1 for the first time in history as the Julian cal-
endar takes effect. Soon after becoming Roman dicta-
tor, Julius Caesar decided that the traditional Roman 
calendar was in dire need of reform. Introduced around 
the seventh century B.C., the Roman calendar attempt-
ed to follow the lunar cycle but frequently fell out of 
phase with the seasons and had to be corrected. In 
addition, the pontifices, the Roman body charged with 
overseeing the calendar, often abused its [More] 

Sip of the Week 
January 1, 2015 

Sippets Sip of the Day 
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ABOUT COLORADO: A Brief History (Part 1) 

Evidence of prehistoric humans in Colorado 

dates back some 18,000 years, when no-

madic hunters used stone-tipped spears to 

bring down woolly mammoths, ancient 

bison, and other long-extinct mammals. 

Excavations near the Pawnee Buttes on the 

Easter Plains have yielded bones and nu-

merous stone points—artifacts on exhibit at 

the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. 

About 2,000 years ago, small, primitive tribes build pit houses on the desert 

plateau in what is now Colorado’s southwestern corner. Over time their cul-

ture evolved, and they constructed complex, multistory dwellings in vertical 

cliffs. These cliff dwellers, known as the Anasazi or Ancestral Puebloans, 

seemingly vanished around 1300. Scientists theorize that drought or warfare 

caused them to abandon their homes, which are now preserved at Mesa 

Verde National Park. 

The first European to enter Colorado is thought to have been Francisco 

Coronado, who in 1541 passed through in his futile search for the golden 

Seven Cities of Cibola. Juan Rivera led an expedition here in 1765, searching 

for gold and silver in the San Juan and Sangre de Cristo Mountains, but he 

too left empty-handed. In 1682, the French explorer Sieur de La Salle 

claimed the land east of the Rocky Mountains in the name of France—lands 

inhabited by the Arapaho, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Comanche, and Pawnee. Utes 

ranged through the mountains. 

In the early to mid-1800s, French fur trappers and American mountain men 

entered the region, following river corridors. Men such as Kit Carson and Jim 

Bridger earned their livelihood in the untamed frontier, trapping beaver and 

trading the pelts, which were used to make hates that were all the rage with 

high-class gentlemen in London, New York, and Paris. 

In 1803, the Louisiana Purchase transferred land east of the Continental Di-

vide and north of the Arkansas River to the United States. The federal gov-

ernment sent exploratory parties to discover and survey what the nation 

now owned. Lieutenant Zebulon Pike came with a small party of soldiers in 

1806; Major Stephen Long’s party arrived in 1820; and from 1842 to 1853 

Lieutenant John C. Fremont led five expeditions. 

The rest of Colorado belonged to Spain, which had granted vast parcels of 

land in the San Luis and Arkansas Valleys. In 1821, when Mexico won its in-

dependence from Spain, the Spanish crown relinquished its land to Mexico—

land that was later ceded to the United States at the end of the Mexican-

American war in 1848. 
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