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Video of the Week: Excellent Recovery 

Titera’s Titbit: Columbus Spots Mermaids (Manatees) 

On January 9, 1493, Italian explorer Christopher Colum-
bus, sailing near the Dominican Republic, sees three 
"mermaids" -- in reality manatees -- and describes 
them as "not half as beautiful as they are painted." Six 
months earlier, Columbus (1451-1506) set off from 
Spain across the Atlantic Ocean with the Nina, Pinta 
and Santa Maria, hoping to find a western trade route 
to Asia. Instead, his voyage, the first of four he would 
make, led him to the Americas, or "New World." Mer-
maids, mythical half-female, half-fish creatures [More] 
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ABOUT COLORADO: A Brief History (Part 2) 

Bent’s Fort, on the north bank of the 

Arkansas River, was the first Anglo 

settlement, serving as a trading post 

and way station along the Mountain 

Branch of the Santa Fe Trail from 1833 

to 1849. The first permanent town was 

established in 1851 at San Luis, a small 

Hispanic village built around a tradi-

tional central plaza. Other towns soon 

sprung up, settled by sheep ranchers and farmers who migrated from the 

New Mexico Territory. 

As more settlers arrived, conflicts with Native Americans (aka Indians) in-

creased. In 1864 some 150 Arapaho and Cheyenne, mostly women and chil-

dren, were killed in the infamous Sand Creek Massacre. The last American 

Indian battle, the Meeker Massacre, occurred in 1879, when Utes ambushed 

U.S. troops and killed American Indian agent Nathan Meeker. The Utes were 

removed to a reservation in the Four Corners region in 1881. 

In 1858 the glimmer of gold in Cherry Creek, near its confluence with the 

South Platte River in what is now Denver, sparked a gold rush to the Colora-

do Territory. With the slogan “Pikes Peak or Bust”, hopefuls from across the 

country and around the world followed the long, difficult trail to Colorado. 

Mining camps and towns peppered the Rockies. When placer mining played 

out, hard-rock mining took its place, first for gold and then for silver. Many 

of Colorado’s mountain towns trace their beginnings to the mining era. 

Railroad lines were built to transport ore, equipment, and goods. Coal was 

mined to run trains, mills, and smelters. The fertile prairies and valleys were 

plowed and planted to feed the growing population. Newcomers from the 

East, along with immigrants from Europe and Russia, homesteaded the 

plains and mined in the mountains. From 1870 to 1880, the population of 

the Colorado Territory increased fivefold, to nearly 200,000. In 1876 Colora-

do became the 38th state and was nicknamed the “Centennial State” be-

cause it was admitted to the Union during the United States' 100th 

(centennial) year. 

The mountain buzzed with mining activity and the state prospered. The re-

peal of the Sherman Silver Purchase Act in 1893, however, sent silver prices 

plummeting. Many towns and mining camps didn’t survive; those that did 

turned to other precious metals and minerals. By 1900 Cripple Creek was 

producing $20 million in gold annually. Labor strife marked the mining indus-

try in the early 1900s, with unions and management clashing, martial law 

enforced, and deadly violence. 
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