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Titera’s Titbit: Prohibition Takes Effect 

On January 16, 1919, the 18th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, prohibiting the "manufacture, sale, or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors for beverage pur-
poses," is ratified on this day in 1919 and becomes the 
law of the land. The movement for the prohibition of 
alcohol began in the early 19th century, when Ameri-
cans concerned about the adverse effects of drinking 
began forming temperance societies. By the late 19th 
century, these groups had become a powerful political 
force, campaigning on the state level and calling [More] 
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ABOUT COLORADO: A Brief History (Part 3) 

By the turn of the 20th century, agriculture dominated the state’s economy. 

The 1910 census counted 46,170 farms, with nearly 3 million acres under 

irrigation. Wheat production soared during World War I, as did the mining of 

iron, tungsten, and molybdenum, which is used in making steel. Coal produc-

tion reached a high of 12.5 million tons in 1918, and in the early 1920s oil 

was discovered. The advent of the automobile created not only and oil boom 

but also demand for highways and roads. 

Everything changed during the Great Depression. Farmers on the Eastern 

Plains were hit particularly hard. With the combination of prolonged drought 

and the dry farming methods they had been using, farmers watched their 

farms blow away during the Dust Bowl years. It was also during this time 

that the Civilian Conservation Corps, a federal relief program created to 

stem massive unemployment, put teams to work building roads, trails, and 

facilities in Colorado’s parks and forests. 

World War II brought another economic boom, as once again the mining 

industry produced materials needed for the war effort. Military bases, arse-

nals, and training centers established a military presence in Colorado. In 

1958 the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs matriculated its first 

class of cadets, and in 1966 the North American Air Defense Command 

(NORAD), built 1,200 feet beneath Cheyenne Mountain, set to work guard-

ing the country from the threat of foreign missile attack. 

The state’s spectacular 

scenery has always been a 

draw for both tourists and 

Coloradans. Rocky Moun-

tain National Park was es-

tablished in 1915, the 

same year the auto road to 

the top of Pikes Peak was 

built. The first commercial 

ski area opened in Aspen in 

1947; today the state has more than 25. The 1973 completion of the Eisen-

hower Tunnel created a direct route from Denver to the mountains via Inter-

state 70. Recreation and tourism now rank among the state’s leading eco-

nomic bases, along with agriculture and manufacturing, which now includes 

high-tech industries such as computers, telecommunications, and biotech. 

With a population now topping 5 million, Colorado faces the crucial issue of 

unchecked growth. It’s not surprising that people want to live here—the 

economy is healthy, so is the lifestyle, and there are few places as beautiful 

as Colorado. 
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