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Titera’s Titbit: Frisbee 

On January 23, 1957, machines at the Wham-O toy 
company rolled out the first batch of their aerodynamic 
plastic discs--now known to millions of fans all over the 
world as Frisbees. The story of the Frisbee began in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, where William Frisbie opened 
the Frisbie Pie Company in 1871. Students from nearby 
universities would throw the empty pie tins to each 
other, yelling "Frisbie!" as they let go. In 1948, Walter 
Frederick Morrison and his partner Warren Franscioni 
invented a plastic version of the disc called the [More] 
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CELL PHONE PLANS: How to Get the Right Cell Plan for Your Needs 

Somehow, in the past 20 years, cell phones have evolved from a conven-

ience to a necessity. An expensive one. As the devices have become more 

integrated into our lives, monthly mobile bills have swelled. According to a 

recent survey by Cowen and Company, a financial services firm, the average 

customer of one of the Big Four cellular providers (AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile, 

and Verizon Wireless) spends more than $90 per month for individual ser-

vice—and the figure is $111 for iPhone owners. (Prepaid phones were not 

included.) If that seems like too much to spend on mobile bills, it is. Consum-

er Reports survey data and industrywide analysis of smart-phone plans con-

firm that customers who are still hanging on to traditional two-year mobile 

phone contracts are getting rooked. 

The good news is that the cellular-service industry has changed in the past 

two years. Big providers are offering new plans that decouple the cost of 

monthly service from the cost of the handset, and they are competing to 

steal each other’s customers. Meanwhile, smaller providers are pioneering 

new ways to keep costs down—and winning fans as they do it. Three of the 

upstart providers—Ting, Consumer Cellular, and Republic Wireless—recently 

earned top Ratings in the Consumer Reports National Research Center’s an-

nual survey on cell providers. The study encompassed 63,352 ConsumerRe-

ports.org subscribers—and Ting’s overall score was the highest CR has ever 

seen. If your monthly bills are draining your patience along with your bank 

account, CR has solutions. And if you're thinking of upgrading your phone, 

find out why it's the right time to buy a new phone. (And watch CR’s smart 

phone buying guide video here.) Now, follow these four steps: 

1. Drop the Contract 

In the current wireless market, the worst buying decision you can make is to 

lock yourself into a multiyear contract. Sure, signing on for two years of ser-

vice to put a $650 iPhone 6 in your pocket for just $200 may seem like a 

good deal at first. But it’s cheaper to buy the same phone through an install-

ment plan, where you pay for the handset through monthly, no-interest pay-

ments over a couple of years. The line access fees on installment plans are 

typically lower, and you won’t have to put any money down. But the real 

savings pile up after the phone is paid off—you could see your monthly bill 

drop by $30. By contrast, the bills will most likely never go down on a con-

tract plan. Installment plans are particularly attractive now because hand-

sets have improved greatly. If you buy a highly rated phone, you should be 

able to use it happily long after you’ve finished paying for it. 

But what if you’re trapped in a bad contract with a high termination fee? 

The first thing to do is investigate your own provider’s lower-cost alterna-

tives—simply go online and see what changes you can make without [More] 

http://www.engadget.com/2015/01/21/windows-10-event-new-pc-features/
http://www.engadget.com/2015/01/21/windows-10-event-new-pc-features/
http://www.engadget.com/2015/01/21/windows-10-event-new-pc-features/
http://www.engadget.com/2015/01/21/windows-10-event-new-pc-features/
https://www.dcsdk12.org/information-technology/office365
https://www.dcsdk12.org/information-technology/office365
https://www.dcsdk12.org/information-technology/office365
https://www.dcsdk12.org/information-technology/office365
http://lifehacker.com/most-popular-hive-fives-of-2014-1665891516
http://lifehacker.com/most-popular-hive-fives-of-2014-1665891516
http://lifehacker.com/most-popular-hive-fives-of-2014-1665891516
http://lifehacker.com/most-popular-hive-fives-of-2014-1665891516
http://www.justinguitar.com/
http://www.justinguitar.com/
http://www.justinguitar.com/
http://www.justinguitar.com/
http://lifehacker.com/crumbles-makes-tv-and-movie-characters-say-anything-in-1663934636
http://lifehacker.com/crumbles-makes-tv-and-movie-characters-say-anything-in-1663934636
http://lifehacker.com/crumbles-makes-tv-and-movie-characters-say-anything-in-1663934636
http://lifehacker.com/crumbles-makes-tv-and-movie-characters-say-anything-in-1663934636
http://www.engadget.com/2015/01/21/windows-10-event-new-pc-features/
https://www.dcsdk12.org/information-technology/office365
http://lifehacker.com/crumbles-makes-tv-and-movie-characters-say-anything-in-1663934636
http://lifehacker.com/most-popular-windows-downloads-and-posts-of-2014-1668234882
http://lifehacker.com/most-popular-hive-fives-of-2014-1665891516
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/toy-company-wham-o-produces-first-frisbees
mailto:TheCocaColaKid@Titera.com
http://www.titera.com/
http://titera.com/
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/magazine/2015/02/how-to-save-money-on-your-cell-phone-plan/index.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYYXBXI8ZSI
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/magazine/2015/02/how-to-save-money-on-your-cell-phone-plan/index.htm
http://titera.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XFBUM8dMqw

