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Titera’s Titbit: Gandhi Assassinated 

On January 30, 1948, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, 
the political and spiritual leader of the Indian independ-
ence movement, was assassinated in New Delhi by a 
Hindu fanatic. In an effort to end India's religious strife, 
he resorted to fasts and visits to the troubled areas. He 
was on one such vigil in New Delhi when Nathuram 
Godse, a Hindu extremist who objected to Gandhi's 
tolerance for the Muslims, fatally shot him. Known as 
Mahatma, or "the great soul," during his lifetime, 
Gandhi's persuasive methods of civil disobe- [More] 
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ABOUT COLORADO: Rocks, Plants, and Critters (Part 1) 

Geographically, Colorado is simple: plains to east, mountains in the middle—

crowned by the Continental Divide—and plateaus to the west. The develop-

ments of its varied features—its geology—is a bit more complex. Like the 

segments of a turtle’s shell, the crust of the earth consists of various plates 

about 60 miles thick that are constantly on the move at a rate of about an 

inch per year. The North American plate has a central weak zone that hap-

pens to run through Colorado. Unusually intense movement 300 million 

years ago caused the formation of the long blocks of crust that were lifted to 

make the ancestral, or first, Rocky Mountains. The process of erosion even-

tually weathered these peaks down to mountains that looked much like the 

present-day Appalachi-

ans. The almost verti-

cal red sandstone 

rocks we see at Rox-

borough State Park 

near Denver and Gar-

den of the Gods City 

Park in Colorado 

Springs are made up of 

detritus weathered 

from the ancestral Rockies. 

When the ancestral Rockies were eroding, a shallow inland sea covered Col-

orado and deposited marine shales containing shellfish and other ocean 

creatures. At the same time, western Colorado was becoming a coastal plain 

as the seas retreated westward. The sediments deposited by rivers and wind

-shaped sand dunes of 200 million years ago are the sandstone strata that 

define western Colorado and eastern Utah today. 

This relatively dry climate was followed by a more humid one during the 

Jurassic period. Lush vegetation in a marshy environment was a perfect 

place for dinosaurs. Thick layers of coal were later deposited during the Cre-

taceous period. Which explains why Colorado has tons and tons of coal. 

Sixty-five million years ago, a second episode of intense plate movement, 

the Laramide Orogeny, created the Rockies we know today. As the moun-

tains rose, tributaries of the Colorado River carved the deep canyons of 

western Colorado, including Escalante Canyon, the Dolores River canyon, 

and the Canyonlands of Colorado National Monument. During and after this 

event, mineral-rich solutions percolated upward through cracks and fissures. 

These solutions and intrusions of igneous rock became the valuable veins 

and ore bodies that made Colorado the gold and silver mining capital of the 

country in the late 19th century.  
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