
 Sons of Liberty: Watch full 

episodes of this riveting 

miniseries on the Ameri-

can Revolution 

 Best of Lifehacker: Most 

Popular Clever Uses and 

MacGyver Tips from Legos 
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from Spam to GIF 

 Mortgage Rates: Compare 

Mortgage Rates with the 

Government's New Rate 
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 Kid President: After 

Obama justifies ISIS burn-

ing actions, this kid would 

do a much better job! 

Video of the Week: Jimmy Fallon went to Bayside HS 

Titera’s Titbit: Elizabeth Becomes Queen 

On February 6, 1952, after a long illness, King George VI 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland dies in his sleep 
at the royal estate at Sandringham. Princess Elizabeth, 
the oldest of the king's two daughters and next in line 
to succeed him, was in Kenya at the time of her father's 
death; she was ceremonially crowned Queen Elizabeth 
II on June 2, 1953, at age 27. Queen Elizabeth, born on 
April 21, 1926, and known to her family as Lilibet, was 
groomed as a girl to succeed her father. She married 
her distant cousin, Philip Mountbatten, on [More] 
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ABOUT COLORADO: Rocks, Plants, and Critters (Part 2) 

Southern Colorado and the San Juan Mountains underwent great volcanic 

activity starting 40 million years ago. Exposed walls of igneous rock intru-

sions, called dikes, manifest this activity around the Spanish Peaks, as does 

the eroded volcanic Lizard Head formation near Telluride. The movement of 

the North American plate continued at a lesser rate from about 28 million 

years ago to as recently as 5 million years ago to uplift an area called the 

Colorado Plateau, which contains Colorado and parts of Utah, Arizona, and 

New Mexico. This uplift turned 9,000-foot mountains into “fourteeners”. 

You probably already know that Colorado has the highest average elevation 

of any state in the continental U.S.  Fifty-four or our several thousand peaks 

top 14,000 feet above sea level. Several glacial periods have occurred during 

the last 80,000 years, the last of which ended 10,000 years ago. It carved 

many of the alpine cirques and U-shaped, subalpine valleys that we see 

throughout the Colorado Rockies in places like the Slate River valley near 

Crested Butte. 

Because Colorado’s landscape varies from plains at 3,800 feet to mountains 

over 14,000 feet, so, too do its plants and animals. Ecologists group habitats 

into vegetative communities defined by dominant species. The Lower Sonor-

an Zone of western (Great Basin Desert) and eastern (Shortgrass Prairie) 

Colorado includes sagebrush and scrub oak, prairie dogs and pronghorn, red-

tailed hawks and golden eagles. The Upper Sonoran Zone is characterized by 

pinon pine and juniper. Indian paintbrush and lupine, mule deer, coyotes, 

and pinon jays. 

Stately ponderosa pines define the Transition Zone in the Rocky Mountains 

from 6,000 to 9,000 feet. Abert’s squirrels and Steller’s jays inhabit the 

lodgepole pines and aspens—

Colorado’s most photogenic trees 

(which thrive from 7,500 to 

10,000 feet in the Transition and 

Canadian Zones). Aspens propa-

gate via their root systems and are 

among the first to repopulate 

open areas swept by fires and 

avalanches. Mixed with the aspens are wild geraniums and white-and-

lavender columbines, the state flower. Beavers and porcupines join elk, mule 

deer, black bears, and many bird species in the Transition Zone. 

Engelmann spruce and subalpine fir trees populate the Canadian and Hud-

sonian Zones between 9,000 and 11,000 feet. The lofty Arctic-Alpine Zone 

begins at 11,500 feet. And one habitat weaves through many life zones: The 

dominant cottonwood tree. There are four major types of cottonwood in the 

amazingly diverse state of Colorado. 
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