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CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE: The Colorado Bucket List (Part 11)
#41: SEE THE STARS—LIKE, REALLY SEE THEM - The bright lights of the big
city make stargazing difficult. Dr. Robert Stencel, a
University of Denver astronomy professor and
head of the local chapter of the International Dark
-Sky Association, says, “Metro Denver skies have
been ruined for dark-sky observing. The remaining
hope is wilderness areas in the West.” Fortunately, there is a place just to our west where you can still see twinklers shining
bright: the summit of Mt. Evans, only 56 miles from the Capitol. The road to
the 14,265-foot peak is open 24 hours a day during the summer, and although the DU-operated telescope on top is closed to the general public, you
can pack your own binoculars or telescope and warm clothes or a sleeping
bag and set up a personal observatory. Go on July 16, when a new moon
promises the darkest sky, or on August 12 for the spectacular Perseid meteor shower. Nevertheless, make the trip and experience the stars like you
have never seen them before.
#42: FOLLOW NEW TRAILS - Three relatively untracked Front Range footpaths to try this year: * Lion’s Lair Trail, Boulder
County, Opened: Fall 2014, Hike this three-mile
route up the west side of 6,863-foot Mt. Sanitas,
northwest of downtown, for views to the snowy
Indian Peaks. Come July you’ll be able to link the
Sunshine Canyon, Lion’s Lair, and Sanitas Valley
trails for a 6.1-mile loop. * South Platte River Trail, Adams County, Opening:
Fall 2015, A new 1.8-mile segment will complete this multiuse river-corridor
route, which runs all the way across metro Denver from Chatfield Reservoir
to Adams County Regional Park. * North Fork Trail, Jefferson County,
Opened: October 2014, This 9.3-mile multiuse trail links Reynolds Park
(South Foxton Road off U.S. 285) to the north fork of the South Platte River.
It also allows easy access to the Colorado Trail and trails in Pike National
Forest for nearly endless mountain bike routes.
#43: SKI THE FOOTHILLS - After a really big dump of snow—think of February’s powder poundings—break out the skis or
snowboard, but don’t worry about filling up your
tank. So long as there’s a foot or more of snow to
cover stones and spiny yuccas (rock skis are still
advised), you can avoid the I-70 madness by hiking
up and skiing down open slopes right here in the
metro area. Three good bets for pre- or post-work schussing: the west face
of Green Mountain in Lakewood, the northwest face of North Table Mountain in Golden, and Hogback Ridge in north Boulder.
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Titera’s Titbit: The Rosenbergs Executed
On June 19, 1953, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who
were convicted of conspiring to pass U.S. atomic secrets to the Soviets, are executed at Sing Sing Prison in
Ossining, New York. Both refused to admit any wrongdoing and proclaimed their innocence right up to the
time of their deaths, by the electric chair. The Rosenbergs were the first U.S. citizens to be convicted and
executed for espionage during peacetime and their
case remains controversial to this day. Julius Rosenberg
was an engineer for the U.S. Army Signal Corps [More]
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